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me, I felt very solitary. But now my eyes are better, and I can read without hurting them, and I have begun to fag pretty well.                                                                     °
I am not noticed at all except by being silently stared at. I am glad, not because I wish to be apart from them and ill-naturecl, but because I really do -not think I should gain the least, advantage from their company. For H. the other clay asked me to take a glass of wine with two or three others, and they.drank and drank all the time I was there. I was very glad that prayers came half an hour after I came to them, for I am sure I was not entertained with either their drinking or their conversation.
He (Newman) was very impatient to be directed in his reading, and as he understood he could not leave college without permission from the President, he resolved, in his simplicity, to £ take that opportunity/ as he says, £ of asking him what books he ought to read' in the vacation. On June 27, three days before his departure, he tells his Father the result of his experiment :
I went to-day to the President, and was shown into a parlour, the servant saying he wou]d be ready to see nie in a minute. I waited an hour and a half, and then rang the bell; when it proved to be a mistake, and he was not at home. I shall go again to-morrow morning.
He did go again, and was told by the President, who was a courteous gentlemanlike man, and afterwards very kind to him, that he left all such questions as Mr. Newman asked to be answered by the tutors.
In consequence, up to Sunday the 29th, the day before his departure, he had not gained any information on the point which lay so near his heart; but he persevered, and fortune favoured him. As in the evening of that day he was returning home from a walk along the Parks, he saw one of the tutors in topboots on horseback 011 his way into the country. Thinking it his last chance, he dashed into the road, and, abruptly accosting him, asked him what books he should read during the vacation, The person addressed answered him very kindly ; explained that he was leaving Oxford for the vacation, and referred him to one of his colleagues still inanyone, and, after having been used to a number tit .* »1
